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What Kind of a Roof Is Best? 

There are roofs that will last a lifetime. And there are 
roofs that look as though they would be good for a 
hundred years, but leak the first winter. Asbestos 
shingle roofs are imperishable and don't leak. They 
can't burn. The following discussion of roofs for the 
home is an edited article by Harold Cary, which 
appeared in the December, 1925, issue of " Own Your 
Own Home." 



EVERY time I've gone out to look at a house 
for myself or for some friend; every time I 
have considered buying" a house; every time 
uilt a house, the biggest argument I got into 
with the other people concerned was over the roof. 

There seems to be as much personal opinion 
about roofs as there is about horse races. If you 
add up to get a sum total you can hardly keep 
from getting the idea that most roofs are bad. 
They have a tendency to leak. Sometimes they 
catch fire; sometimes they have to be re-roofed. 
That is the only way to make the best of a bad job. 

Sometimes mot's eat up the coal right out of 
your cellar — that's literally true and I can explain 
it in a few minutes — and sometimes they keep the 
upstairs rooms so hot you can't live in them in the 
summer time. 

And yet we tan say flatly and prove it that there 
are better roofs put on houses in this country than 
anywhere else in the world. There are roofs which 
will not catch tire, will not leak, providing they 
are not struck by lightning or damaged by some 



other outside cause, and there are roofs which 
protect your coal bin in winter and your upstairs 
- from the heat in summer. 
There is no single part of a house — whether you 
are buying, building or renting — which is really 
more important than the roof. With the 
which we are outlining here you ought to be able 
to judge f< ! as any technical man 

about the roof of a house which is already con- 
structed. If you are building with these fa 
hand you can make your contract on your ro 
that you can forget it for the whole of your 
natural life. 

try desperately to economize on them. We might 
as well buy one sock when we need a pair. 
a mighty small item in our livinf 
are similarly small in the CO 
either buying or buildir mailer 

renting. 
< m one of the ho isea which I buill 

norant of what 
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a roof ought to be. It was the cheapest roof I could 
buy. It cost me about $75. To put a good roof on 
would have cost me $200. The house itself cost 
about $5,000. To save $140, or three per cent of 
the total original cost, I put on a roof which, at the 
end of two years, was leaking like a sieve. It has 
already cost me in two winters $64 in extra coal. 
It has made the house hard to heat. As it is a 
one-story bungalow, it has made the rooms warmer 
than they should be in the summer time. 

This house was specially constructed to be easy 
to heat and economical of coal. It has double 
walls and double floors and it should be very cool 
in summer. 

AND now, with the house less than three 
years old, I've got to spend $200 which I 
should have spent when the house was 
built. This time I'm not going to be penny wise and 
pound foolish. I know better. 

There are four kinds of roofs which will last at 
least a lifetime — probably very much longer. If 
the house you are interested in has a copper or 
zinc roof you can feel that it probably will not 
develop new leaks as long as you live unless some 
physical accident to the roof occurs, such as a 
stroke of lightning, a tree falling on it or someone 
breaking through it while walking on it. It may, 
in severe climates, "walk around," due to ex- 
pansion and contraction, and it is not a good heat 
insulator. 

if you put on a tile or a slate roof properly so 
that when you O. K. the roof, if you are building, 
or have made certain that it does not leak when 
you buy it or rent it, you do not have to worry 
about its future life. Precisely the same thing is 



true of asbestos shingles, with the additional ad- 
vantage that asbestos shingles are always cheaper 
than tile and in most localities cheaper than slate. 

THE weather does not deteriorate any one of 
these materials under ordinary circumstances. 
If you live in a factory town where there are 
acid fumes from smelters or a tannery or some 
other industry these acids may attack a metal roof 
of even such splendid material as copper or zinc. 
Sometimes this happens very quickly, pin holes 
developing and absolutely ruining the roof. Your 
roofing contractors in your town will be able to 
advise you about these conditions. 

All of these materials are, of course, immune to 
fire, a further roof hazard which must not be 
minimized. No one know> exactlj what oar fire 
losses are from roof-communicated fires, but we 
do know that our annual fire losses run into hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars and that a surprisingly 
large proportion of these fires are carried to other 
buildings by way of inflammable roofs. So serious 
has this situation become that in many cities of the 
United States it is against the local ordinances to 
roof a new building with inflammable shingles. 

The fact that the finest materials have been 
used on the roof the building in which you are 
interested does not insure you against leaks. 
You've got to hunt for the leaks yourself. The 
time to do it is two or three hours after a heavy 
rain stdrm has begun. There is no sounder advice 
oofs than to refuse to purchase a house until 
the leaks have definitely been stopped. That in- 
cludes refusing to accept a house from the con- 
tractor so long as there are leaks. 
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IN a hard rain storm go up under the roof, 
which is not always an easy thing to do in 
modern buildings, because we have learned 
to utilize more and more of the space under the 
roof. That means that you may have to trawl 
into a cubby hole to get your information. But it 
is too important to let slide. Get the dope. 

After the rain storm has been going for several 
hours, look at all the plaster in the house. Plaster 
shows up a leak very quickly, because it darkens 
when it is wet. 








Square cut American method Asbestos Shingles of blended color. These 

Shingles come in variegated colors— the soft tones of Autum leaves 

and produce a roof of Beauty and permanence 

A roof which is made of any of the materials 
which we have discussed and which develops no 
leaks under such circumstances, is very probably 
leak-proof for your entire life. There are some 
exceptions to this. We have already noted a few. 
If snow banks up on a tile roof or on a slate roof 
50 thai water gets under some of the slates or 
tiles and freezes there, it may crack and lift up 
individual pieces. When this happens the roof 
has to be repaired. It rarely happens, however, 
except in eases of extreme weather conditions in 
winter time, a set of circumstances just ripe to do 
it, and usually when the house is unoccupied and 
consequently not heated. 

None of these materials ever has to be painted 
and if they are properly "flashed" with some ever- 
lasting metal, like copper, zinc, or lead, no repairs 
should be necessary in the ordinary course of 
events. One precaution to remember on any type 
of permanent shingles is essential to good service. 
The sub-surface upon which the pieces are laid 
when the roof is built must be Of good material 
and practically water-tight. Some kind of roofing 
felt — preferably asbestos, because it is both tire- 
proof and permanent — must be laid underneath 



all such roofs ana, of course, should be laid under 
every kind of roof, the cheapest or the most 
expensive. 

In this country, of course, the typical roof of 
which the largest number has been built is the 
wooden shingle. Wooden shingles used to las 
a very great many years when they were split out 
of particularly fine lumber. The sawed market 
produce which is now for sale has not so long a 
life. No one can deny that it is good looking or on 
the other hand that it is a very great fire hazard. 

When I roofed my bungalow so cheaply I 
roll roofing on top of matched boards with roofing 
felt between the two. The flashing was done with 
ordinary tin when it should have been done with 
one of the permanent metals. 

You can see how thin my roof is and how it per- 
mits the heat from the boiler to escape. The roll 
roofing should have lasted longer — some manu- 
facturers guarantee it for a period o vary- 
ing from five to fifteen, but it just happened that I 
bought pretty cheap stuff without really meaning 
to. This type of asphalt roofing is sometimes 
called rag felt. It is made of a felt compost 
rags, both cotton and wool, straw jute, paper and 
other fillers saturated with coal tar pitch or 
asphalt. 

I might have put on rag felt shingles, either 
individual shingles or strip shin] I with 

crushed slate. These might h. ted longer, 

but in my opinion, not long enough. They are, of 
course, a substitute for the wooden shingles and 
do burn easily. The b mi- 
grant rag felt shin ting in CL ' While 
they refuse to rate wooden shingles at all. The 
permanent materials which we hav< d are 
rated Class "A" or "B," taking the base rate of 
insurance. 
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The American method ol laying shingles over insulated wraterpn 

I'hi-. ft' It .uhls t<> the \\ .irmth of the house iti \n inter snd pre\ entfl 
<i\ erht-atinil of attic room-, in summer 

THPI cost of these various mal i 
tin- United States, but 
rough idea (A' the situation. Ii. 
the country slate is next to rag felt roll roofn 

rag felt shingles, the chea] 

buy. In other words, it i- I the 

country cheaper than wooden shingles. E 

where in the country roll rooting is the ch*-. 









********* ********* 



». M ,. | . |. > n i 1. 1 1. n > 1. 1 hi r u ii n i n 1 1 > m i 1 1 1 i i 1 1 m n i i i > n 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n »i> 



» » -■.-■■-■.-■ -f J J ill it itllfl * * *■ * *■■ * ■■* ■* ■* 
PTTTTTTT'I VI "i T VT 1 I 1 i 1 I ™ 



J. V i » » 1 * » * * T l 1 H f *V ^ ■ *) ^ 



"AS GOOD AS GOOD LOOKING" 
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thing you can buy. It will ordinarily cost about 
$6 a square, including completing materials and 
labor. A square is 100 square feet. A $15,000 
house usually has about 20 squares, although of 
course a bungalow will have a larger roof in com- 
parison with the cost of the house than will a two- 
or three-story dwelling. On this house rag felt 
shingles will ordinarily cost $9 or $10 a square 
applied. Next above are wooden shingles costing 
$10 or $15 applied. In every case it must be re- 
membered that the design of the roof itself to 
some extent governs the cost of the roof covering. 
Where there are a great many dormer windows 
and wings on a house the cost per square must of 
necessity rise. More metal flashing must be done 
and more shingles must be cut on diagonals by 
hand. 

Except in special localities where slate is ex- 
tremely cheap, as for instance, in parts of Penn- 
sylvania the cheapest permanent roofing which 
can be applied to a house is also in many respects 
the best material — asbestos shingles. 

These shingles are rigid slabs of concrete and 
asbestos mixed together and compressed under 
hydraulic pressure. The asbestos fibre gives the 
slabs strength so that they can be made as little as 
an eighth of an inch in thickness, and as a result 
much lighter in weight and require no extra roof 
framing to carry them. They are made by many 
different manufacturers in various textures in vari- 
ous colors and in various shapes. They are a 
slightly better insulating medium than slate or tile. 



There are two methods of laying — one the hex- 
agonal, which costs about $19 per square, includ- 
ing the flashing and the labor; the other the Am- 
erican method, which in pattern is like either a 
slate or wooden shingle roof. This latter method 
requires more material, is about as heavy as slate 
and it forms a pattern with extremely pleasing 
design, especially when laid up in varying colors, 
such as soft browns and reds. These roofs ap- 
proach in cost those of slate and the permanent 
metals, depending on the locality of the house. 

IN these effects, whether produced by asbestos 
shingles, slate or tile, roofs may cost from $30 
a square up, almost as far as anyone would 
care to go. 

Standing seam zinc roofs can often be laid as 
cheaply as $20 a square. Copper roofs of various 
types are available at from $30 a square up. 

Remember, then, these things which you must 
do about your own roof. You must see that it is 
leak-proof yourself before you pay for it. You 
must see that it is made of as permanent materials 
as you can possibly afford. You must see that it 
is properly insulated against the passage of heat. 
(If there is doubt in your mind as to whether or 
not the felts have been laid under the final roof 
materials, take your pocket knife into the attic 
with you and dig upwards along the edge of a 
board until you find it. No builder can possibly 
complain about your taking this liberty.) 

And if you are building a house yourself, re- 
member that it is extremely hard to save money 
in any way without buying the best. 



Ambler Asbestos Shingles 



Specify 
'COLONIAL' 



Half inch butts, Random widths 
6 to 14" wide by 20 long 

FIREPROOF 

WEATHERPROOF 

EVERLASTING 



Specify 

"£ngli0b Ebatcb" 



Roof of Smooth Type 

TAPERED 

Ambler Asbestos Shingles 



"As ( 'roou is Good Looking" 



M\M I- \< Tl RED in Illl 

AMBLER 
ASBESTOS COMPANY 

H>H S M F Bl I ill 

Asbestos 

Shingle, Slate & Sheathing 
Company 

AMBLER, PENNA. 




Roof of Hough T\ iK- 
TAPERED 
Ambler Asbestos Shingles 
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' >d \^ OooD Looking" 



ASBESTOS CANNOT BURN' 
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